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ABSTRACT 

S i x  freshwater catf ish,  T~X&RUS tmadanus, were surveyed f o r  parasites. 

B11 six showed some sign of parasitic infection. Three species of parasite 

were found - a cestodarian Batmzotuenia bmcrof t i  in the gut, a nematode of 

the genus P~ocamaZZ~us the gut ,  and a cestode larvae belonging to the 

Family Proteocephalidae in the gall bladder. Measurements and diagrams and a 

bxief  description of a l l  three species is given. 

INTRODUCTION 

The parasites of many species of f i s h  and other animals as yet remain 

undescribed. Although a detailed study of the biology of the freshwater eel 

tailed catf ish Tmdrmus t ~ u s  (Mitchell 18381 was made in 1976 by Davis, 

no reference to the parasites of T. *&US was made. 

Early work on the parasites of T. tmahnus appeared in 1924 by Johnston 

and later parasites were descr ibed  by Johnston and Mawson (1940, 1945) and 

Johnston and Muirhead (1940). Checklists of parasites occur r ing  in Australian 

freshwater fish w e r e  made by Johnston and Mawson in 1947 and 1951. All these 

studies were made of T. fimdmu6 specimens obtained in South Australia. 

A detailed survey of the parasites of T. ikdanus in New South Wales has 

not been made except for some unpublished results of a mall survey by Owen 

(1978) . 
It is proposed that a number of catfish from northern New South Hales 

are examined fox parasites so that some understanding of thei r  parasites is 

gained. T&us tartdanus is a popular food fish in New South Wales, west of 

t h e  Snowy Mountain divide, however they do occur east of the divide. They are 

regarded as having a particularly good flesh texture and flavour and are 

popular w i t h  fishermen because of this. They grow quite large (0.9 metre) and 

have been used by a number of landowners to stock farm dams as a food f ish.  

T3ey mul t ip ly  and g r o w  well in farm dams, requiring little or no maintenance. 

A European s i lur id ,  ICtaZtim8 punctutus is grown commercially in h t h  

Europe and the United States, where it is economically important as primary 

produce in a large number of regions. It would seem therefore, quite possible 

that colrmsercial farming of 8. tandmzus could kegin in Australia. Consequently, 

a knowledge of the parasites of Me animal may be of importance in management 

and farming of these fish. 




























































